Manufacturing a human drama from a psychiatric crisis: crisis intervention, family therapy and the work of R. D. Scott.
There has been a recent resurgence of interest in crisis intervention within psychiatry. The idea of crisis services is not, of course, a new thing, and there is a great deal to be learnt from returning to the innovative writings of those practitioners who developed similar services in the 1960s and 1970s. This article discusses the work of the psychiatrist and family therapist R. D. Scott, who developed a 24-hour family-orientated crisis intervention service in London during this era. Although under-utilized, the writings of Scott and his colleagues in this area continue to be of crucial relevance to mental health nurses and other psychiatric professionals.